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HIV in the Caribbean; History and Epidemiology.
The human immunodeficiency virus was not present in Haiti in the 1970s. However, recent research has named Haiti as one of the most affected nations. Immigration, international economic activities, and interactions between people of different countries might be the reason for this. Since HIV was first diagnosed in the United States, travels and immigration must have spread the disease to the other parts of the world, including the Caribbean. One of the leading causes of death in Haiti is HIV related disorders. 
Some discoveries have been concerning HIV infections in Haiti. Though the condition originated from the US, essential disparities exist between the epidemics. In North America, infected people were reported to have mycobacterium infections like tuberculosis, unlike the cases reported in Haiti and the Caribbean. In Haiti, infected people were reported to have Oesophageal candidiasis, which was not common in the United States (Farmer, 2006). The length of survival after contacting the infection also varied. In the United States, people lasted at least for a year yet Haiti patients passed away after six months. Nobody survived for more than 24 months. Research conducted in Haiti showed that the infection was new to the region when compared with the United States. 
HIV has spread widely in Haiti, thanks to prostitution. The highest number of infected women in Haiti are reported to be prostitutes or having practiced it once in their lifetime. Research carried out on health workers who handle HIV cases showed most of the infections were contacted through sexual activities (Farmer, 2006). In the case of children, most of the infected children got it from their parents. Large numbers of people in Haiti have been exposed to the virus. In the big cities, cases of infection are higher than in the rural areas. Haitians from all economic backgrounds are equally vulnerable to HIV. 
All the people are at risk of acquiring HIV infection. Some factors were identified and reported to increase chances of contracting the virus. These include bisexuality, homosexuality, hemophilia, IV drug use and a history of transfusion. The factors have however changed over the years. Research has shown that risk factors in the United States are different from the risk factors in Haiti. For instance, the case of shared needles did not appear to be a risk factor in Haiti. The risk factors associated with Haiti cases include transfusion, irresponsible sexual behavior and finally homosexuality. Tourists and other people visiting Haiti and the Caribbean should be more careful since beach boys are known to spread the infection.
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